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Salicylic acid gives an intense violet coloration.
Text-books on practical organic chemistry should be consulted for other tests for these organic substance?.
Fluorides in absence of boric acid may be detected by evaporating a small quantity of the alkaline extract to dryness in a platinum crucible, igniting residue, moistening with concentrated sulphuric acid, and etching a glass plate covered with paraffin wax, which is placed over the mouth of the crucible, after having some marks scratched on it.
If boric acid is present, the fluoride may volatilise away as boron fluoride. In this case add lime water until liquid is alkaline, thereby fixing the boric acid as calcium borate.
Evaporate dry, and extract residue with dilute acetic acid. This dissolves out the calcium borate. The insoluble matter is then treated with concentrated sulphuric acid as above.